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MAMJAL OE ENTOMOLOGY

in shape, dull of colouring, and often clothed with a thick
pubescence.

The antennae are as a rule serrate and inserted just in front
of the eyes. The mouth-parts are rather peculiar, inasmuch
as the outer lobe of the maxillae is divided into two long laciniae
which project beyond the inner lobe. The labium also is
divided. The legs are of moderate length, and the anterior coxae
have quite a distinct trochantin. The tarsi are in some cases
provided beneath with membranous lobes.

The larva of Dascillus, as described by Gahan, is short,
broad, and somewhat stout, narrowing slightly towards the
apex. It has a large head with strong mandibles well adapted
for crushing. The four-jointed antennae are short. The
legs are fairly long. It is believed to live under the ground
in the roots of plants. The adult insect is usually found on
flowers, Umbelliferae in particular.

The family has been listed by Pic in the Berlin Catalogue.
There is only one British species.

HELODIDJE.
Small, delicate, soft integument. Antennae filiform,
slender. No trochantin on anterior coxae. Larvae have long
antennae.
A family of some 500 known species, found in most parts
of the world.
These beetles are small, oblong-oval in shape and usually
of a pale or brownish testaceous. They are often pubescent.
The head is of moderate size; the eyes prominent and the
antennae filiform, except in the males of a few species, in which
they are serrate. The mandibles are in some cases curved and
pointed, in others short and blunt. The elytra cover the
abdomen and, as is the case with the whole integument, are
of flimsy structure. The anterior coxae, unlike those of the
Dascillidce, to which this family is allied, do not possess a
trochantin. The posterior legs of some species are formed for
leaping.
The larvae, which are short, broad, and somewhat onisciform
in appearance, have antennae which are in nearly all cases long